50 Essential Michigan History Books
The following list of 50 essential works of Michigan history was selected by a team of noted
historians assembled by the Department of History, Arts and Libraries and Randy Riley, Special

Collections Manager for the Library of Michigan.
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Weeks, George. Stewards of the State: The Governors of Michigan. 2nd rev. ed. Detroit:
Detroit News; Ann Arbor: Historical Society of Michigan, 1991.

White, Richard. The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes
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The panel of reviewers who selected this list includes Dr. William M.Anderson, Director of the
Department of History, Arts and Libraries; Dr. Frank Boles, Director of the Clarke Historical
Library at Central Michigan University; Sandra Clark, Director of the Michigan Historical Center;
Dr. Brian Dunnigan, Curator for the William L. Clements Library at the University of Michigan;
Dr. Sidney Fine, Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Michigan; Dr. Charles Hyde,
Director of the Great Lakes Series for the Department of History at Wayne State University; Dr.
Larry Lankton, Professor of Social Science at Michigan Technological University; Dr. Russell
Magnaghi, Professor of History at Northern Michigan University; Dr. Philip P.Mason,
Distinguished Professor of History at Wayne State University; Larry Massie, Historian and
Storyteller from Allegan; Robert M.Money, Professor of History at Lake Superior State
University; Gordon Olson, City Historian for Grand Rapids Public Library; Randy Riley, Special
Collections Manager for the Library of Michigan; Dr. Roger L. Rosentreter, Editor of Michigan
History magazine; Dr. Jo Ellen Vinyard, Professor of History at Eastern Michigan University;
Larry Wagenaar, Director of the Historical Society of Michigan; Dr. Robert M. Warner, Professor
Emeritus of History and Information Studies at the University of Michigan; Dr. Benjamin
C.Wilson, Director of Africana Studies at Western Michigan University.



